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This 30th anniversary season was curated to
look back at our history and look ahead to
our future. These three decades of reflection
give us time to remember the work Smuin
has done—remembering ballets that matter,
ballets that make a difference.

Dance Series 1 presents two revivals, one
originally created on our dancers, and a world
premiere, that together showcase the depth
and range of our artists.

Val Caniparoli’s Tutto Eccetto il Lavandino
(everything but the kitchen sink) was created
on Smuin in 2014. It has since been
performed by several other companies across
the country, and reminds us of the place we
hold as an incubator of new work. The ballet
explores a range of emotions, while pushing
the dancers’ technical strength, precision,
and artistry.

First seen on our stage in 2019, The Man in
Black, by renowned choreographer James
Kudelka, is a searing work that captures
in movement the grit and intensity of life,
expressed in the powerful lyrics of cover
songs sung by Johnny Cash. This quartet
for three men and one woman is deceptively
complex as the four dancers unwind like the
threads of a braid, the percussive sounds of
their cowboy boots punctuating the travails
of the journey.

A world premiere closes our program with
a joyful creation by choreographer Darrell
Grand Moultrie who returns to Smuin after
a 10-year hiatus. Moultrie was inspired by
the Cuban jazz rhythms of composer Charles
Fox, a collaborator of Michael Smuin’s, and
a prolific composer for film and television.
Moultrie’s exuberant choreography with
a dash of flair and style captures the
syncopations of Fox’s score in Salsa 'til Dawn.
It will send you dancing out of the theater!

Thank you for being with us for this

celebratory season at Smuin!
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TUTTO ECCETTO IL LAVANDINO
(everything but the kitchen sink)

World Premiere: May 2, 2014, Smuin Contemporary Ballet
Choreography: Val Caniparoli
Music: Antonio Vivaldi
Costume Design: Sandra Woodall
Lighting Design: Michael Oesch

Lead Sponsorship for Tutto Eccetto il Lavandino is
generously provided by David Meders.

INTERMISSION

THE MAN IN BLACK

World Premiere: April 2010, BalletMet, Columbus, OH
Choreography: James Kudelka
Repetiteur: Olivia Clark
Music: Recorded by Johnny Cash
Costume Design: Jim Searle, Hoax Couture
Lighting Design: Trad A. Burns
Lighting Adaptation: Michael Oesch

For Jim, further on up the road

Sponsorship for The Man in Black is
generously provided by Sue & Michael Steinberg



The Man in Black is a celebration of American working-class grit and of the man whose gravelly
voice embodied it so movingly, Johnny Cash. Six Cash songs, all covers from the later part of his
career, are given visual resonance in a suite of dances for an ensemble of three men and a woman,
allin cowboy boots. The choreography riffs off several popular American country-western dance
styles—line, square, swing, step dancing—retaining their vernacular, almost colloquial character
yet generating imagery that complements the songs’ varying moods and emotional undercurrents.
The “damn your eyes” defiance of the traditional folk song Sam Hall contrasts with the aching
melancholy of Trent Reznor’s (Nine Inch Nails) Hurt and heartache of Gordon Lightfoot’s If You
Could Read My Mind. Dance chains unravel and reassemble in surprising ways. Formations
stomp decisively or glide across the stage as if wafted by a desert breeze. The fluid partnering and
sculptural groupings generate a stream of arrestingly poetic images. Rather than portray defined
characters, the dancers project a naturalistic immediacy that connects at a visceral level with the
spirit of the music. The choreography, like the songs that inspire it, is an ode to the human spirit,

socially congenial yet proudly independent; vunerable yet resilient.

—James Kudelka, 2010

INTERMISSION

SALSATIL DAWN

World Premiere: September 15, 2023
Choreography: Darrell Grand Moultrie
Music: Charles Fox
Costume Design: Cassandra Carpenter
Original Art: Douglas Melini, Courtesy of Miles McEnery Gallery
Scenic Design: Andrea Bechert
Lighting Design: Michael Oesch

Music is always the complete inspiration for me. It’s been such an honor to work with
an artistic giant like Charles [Fox] and bring his music to life by marrying it with the
physicality of dance. With my choreography, | like to celebrate the joy of movement
alongside the discipline of the dancers and their technique. Because joy is not trivial!

All emotions matter and we need joy in our lives.

— Darrell Grand Moultrie

Lead Sponsorship for Salsa til Dawn is
generously provided by Lee Baxter



COMPANY PROFILES
MICHAEL SMUIN | FOUNDER

An American master, the late Michael Smuin began his career as a dancer performing with San Francisco
Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, and on Broadway. A Tony and Emmy award-winning choreographer, Smuin
brought a signature style to his work on stage, in film, and on television. A maverick, he fearlessly blended the
theatrical with classical and popular styles combining elements drawn from his vast stage experience. Smuin’s
works continue to dazzle and entertain contemporary audiences. His company, Smuin, was founded in 1994 to
showcase his creative versatility and unique vision. The Company maintains his legacy today.

CELIA FUSHILLE | ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

As Artistic Director of Smuin Contemporary Ballet since 2007, Celia Fushille has been leading the artistic
vision of the Company and increasing its reputation as San Francisco’s premier contemporary ballet company.
A founding member of Smuin, during her 25-year performing career, Fushille appeared on stages in the
U.S. and Europe, on television, and in film. In addition to maintaining Michael Smuin’s legacy, throughout
her 16 years as Artistic Director, she has commissioned more than 20 premieres and added the work of 15
choreographers new to the Smuin audience. From 2008-2014, Fushille also served as Executive Director of
the Company. In 2021 Fushille was invited to become a Trustee of the Smuin Board. She holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree (summa cum laude) from Saint Mary’s College of California.

LORI LAQUA | MANAGING DIRECTOR

Lori Laqua brings 30+ years of experience to her role as Managing Director of Smuin Contemporary Ballet.
Laqua oversaw the renovation of Smuin Center for Dance, the organization’s permanent home, which joined
the rehearsal studios and administrative offices under one roof for the first time. Laqua previously served as
project manager for the design and construction of the ODC Dance Commons and the ODC Theater during
her 20 years there. Laqua holds a PhD (ABD) and MArch in Architectural History from the University of
Virginia, a MA in Art History from the University of Missouri-Columbia, and a BA in History and Art History
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Laqua joined Smuin in 2017,

AMY SEIWERT | ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Amy Seiwert worked with her mentor Michael Smuin for eight of her nine years as a dancer with Smuin. As the
San Francisco Guardian wrote, “She quite possibly is the Bay Area’s most original dance thinker.” Named one of
“25 to Watch” by Dance Magazine, her first full evening of choreography was named one of the “Top 10” dance
events of 2007 by the San Francisco Chronicle. Her work is in the repertory of Washington, Atlanta, Oakland,
Sacramento, Colorado, Louisville, Cincinnati, Carolina, Oklahoma City, Dayton, Milwaukee, and American
Repertory Ballets, as well as Smuin, BalletMet, AXIS Dance, Robert Moses’ KIN, and Ballet Austin.

JO ELLEN ARNTZ | COMPANY MANAGER

Jo Ellen Arntz moved to San Francisco after receiving her BFA in dance from Creighton University. She
danced with San Francisco Ballet from 1981-1991, performing in over 100 ballets. Arntz has taught dance
in the Bay Area since 1977. She began at Smuin as Wardrobe Supervisor in 1996 and became Company
Manager shortly thereafter. Working with Michael Smuin at San Francisco Ballet and later his own company
prepared her for the multiple hats she wears in the organization today.

AMY LONDON | REHEARSAL DIRECTOR & EDUCATION PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Amy London trained in Albuquerque, New Mexico, with Karen Alwin and Shauna Bereska. She danced
with Hartford Ballet, Diablo Ballet, and Smuin. Her favorite Smuin roles included: Eternal Idol, Q.a.V., and
Hearts Suite. She has served on faculty for schools throughout the Bay Area and as Artistic Coordinator
at Marin Ballet, where she has choreographed more than 20 works. As Rehearsal Director, she enjoys
preserving Michael Smuin’s legacy, as well as being the caretaker of the works of Val Caniparoli, Trey
Mclntyre, Amy Seiwert, Ma Cong, Helen Pickett, James Kudelka, Annabelle Lopez-Ochoa, and Jiri Kylian.
As the inaugural Education Program Director for Smuin Center for Dance, she oversees its successful
community engagement, outreach and faculty development.

KATHRYN T GRAHAM | PRODUCTION DIRECTOR

KT Graham joined Smuin in 1997 after working as Production Stage Manager and Lighting Designer for
Lewitzky Dance Company in Los Angeles, as well as Technical & Lighting Director for Washington Ballet in
Washington, D.C., with whom she toured extensively both nationally and internationally. She also engages
in freelance projects and has particularly enjoyed serving as Production Stage Manager for Amy Seiwert’s
Imagery, Dances from the Heart benefits for The Richmond/Ermet AIDS Foundation, and for the National
Dance USA showcase in 2012.



CHOREOGRAPHER & DESIGNER PROFILES
VAL CANIPAROLI | CHOREOGRAPHER

Val Caniparoli’s versatility has made him one of the most sought-after American choreographers internationally.
Although he is most closely associated with San Francisco Ballet, his artistic home for more than 51 years,
Caniparoli has contributed to the repertories of more than 60 companies. He has also choreographed for the
Chicago Lyric Opera, San Francisco Opera, Metropolitan Opera, San Francisco Symphony, and American
Conservatory Theater. Lambarena, one of his signature works, was featured on Sesame Street and was
nominated for the Prix Benois de la Danse in 1997 for Best Choreography. His full evening-length ballets
include Lady of the Camellias, five different productions of The Nutcracker, Jekyll & Hyde for Finnish National
Ballet, and Vaal Caniparoli’s A Cinderella Story, to music by Richard Rodgers, for Royal Winnipeg Ballet.

JAMES KUDELKA | CHOREOGRAPHER

James Kudelka is among today’s most versatile and innovative dance artists. His creative range as a
choreographer reflects his eclectic musical interests, command of diverse movement idioms and commitment
to working collaboratively with artists from other disciplines. Kudelka is renowned for distinctive versions of
The Nutcracker and Cinderella, signature works of the National Ballet of Canada where he served as artistic
director (1996-2005). He began choreographing as a student and continued throughout his dancing years
with the National Ballet (1972-1981) and Les Grands Ballets Canadiens (1981-1990). Kudelka was appointed an
Officer of the Order of Canada in 2005 and in May 2023 he was awarded the Governor Generals Performing
Arts Lifetime Achievement Award.

DARRELL GRAND MOULTRIE | CHOREOGRAPHER

Darrell Grand Moultrie, a recipient of the Princess Grace Choreography Fellowship Award, has created
works for American Ballet Theatre, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, Dance Theatre of Harlem, Hubbard
Street Dance Chicago, Dallas Black Dance Theater, and BalletX among others. Moultrie choreographed the
Pulitzer Prize Winning and Tony Nominated play Fat Ham. His work can be seen in Disney’s new revival of
the Tony Award winning musical Aida, currently playing in the Netherlands. Other select work includes
Goddess (Berkeley Rep.) Space Dogs (MCC) and Merry Wives (Shakespeare in the Park). Moultrie is a
graduate of The Juilliard School.

CHARLES FOX | COMPOSER

Charles collaborated with Michael Smuin on two ballets, A Song for Dead Warriors for San Francisco Ballet
and Zorro! for Smuin Ballet. His music includes scores for over 100 films, many iconic TV series and hit songs
including “Killing Me Softly with His Song,” a Grammy winner for Best Song. His concert works include
“Lament and Prayer,” an Oratorio performed by the Poland National Opera and “Fantaisie,” commissioned
by the Polish government to honor the 200th birthday of Chopin. There is a new documentary film of his
life and music, “Killing Me Softly with His Songs,” about to be released. His entire output of music is soon
to be at the Library of Congress.

MICHAEL OESCH | LIGHTING DESIGNER

Michael is a professional lighting designer for dance, theatre, operas, and musicals. Since joining Smuin Ballet
in 2004, he has designed the lighting for The Christmas Ballet, The Turntable, Be Here Now, If | Were a Sushi Roll,
Tutto Ecceto il Lavandino, Oh, Inverted World, and Fly Me to the Moon, as well as many other Smuin productions.
He also designs lighting for other performance companies throughout the Bay area, where his designs have
won a Theatre Bay Area award and a Shelly Award. His past designs have also been nominated for an Isadora

Duncan Award and BATCC Awards. www.Michaeloesch.com

CASSANDRA CARPENTER | COSTUME DESIGNER

Cassandra Carpenter, USA Local 829 Costume Design, has been a costume designer in the Bay Area for
theater, opera, and dance for over 30 years for almost every theater or company in the Bay Area. Her studio,
CMC & Design, operated in San Francisco from 1997 to 2016. Clients have included Smuin Contemporary
Ballet, San Francisco Ballet, San Francisco Opera, Macy’s Passport, Baz Luhrmann’s La Bohéme, Jersey
Boys, and White Christmas. She has been the Costume Coordinator and Supervisor for SF Opera’s Dialogues
of the Carmelites, Bohéme Out of the Box, and Merola Opera Program and tour. She was on the faculty at San
Jose State University as a Designer/Costume Instructor.

ANDREA BECHERT |SCEN|C DESIGNER

Andrea Bechert has designed over 350 productions and numerous world premieres at theaters across
the country including TheatreWorks, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Colorado Shakespeare Festival, the
Cleveland Playhouse, Chautauqua Theatre Company, American Musical Theatre of San Jose, The Starlight
Theatre, Opera San José, and many others. Her designs have been included in the World Design Expo and
the Prague Quadrennial exhibit. Awards include several Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle awards, the Silicon
Valley Laureate Award, and a Denver Ovation Award. She is a member of USA829 where she serves as
Exam Committee Chair and Western Region Member Representative.



ARTIST PROFILES

BRANDON ALEXANDER

Brandon Alexander, originally from Houston, TX, received his training

with Lori Amare and Houston Ballet’s Ben Stevenson Academy. He has
danced with the Joffrey Ballet of Chicago, Rochester City Ballet, Teater
Vanemuine Ballet in Estonia, and Ballet Hagen in Germany. During his
career he has danced works by Cayetano Soto, ltzik Galili, Riccardo De
Nigris, Sir Frederick Ashton, Sir Kenneth MacMillan, Giorgio Madia, Jamey
Leverett, and Silas Stubbs among others. Alexander joined Smuin in 2020.

TESSA BARBOUR
Tessa Barbour, of Albuquerque, NM, trained at Alwin School of the Dance
before studying abroad in Warrington, England on a scholarship awarded
to her at the Cecchetti International Competition. She has danced with
New Mexico Ballet, Connecticut Ballet, and San Diego Ballet. Her favorite
past performances include The Man in Black by James Kudelka and Indigo

by Stanton Welch. Since joining Smuin, Barbour has performed works by
Val Caniparoli, Annabelle Lopez Ochoa, Trey Mclntyre, Helen Pickett, and
Amy Seiwert. Barbour joined Smuin in 2016.

IAN BUCHANAN

lan Buchanan hails from Fairfax, CA, where he trained with Dance Theatre

Seven. He has danced with Houston Ballet, Oregon Ballet Theatre, Tulsa
Ballet, Rochester City Ballet, and Alberta Ballet. Buchanan has performed
works by Jifi Kylian, Stanton Welch, Ma Cong, Ben Stevenson, Wen Wei
Wang, Aszure Barton, Jean Grand-Maitre, Julia Adam, Denise Clarke, and
Leiland Charles. Buchanan joined Smuin in 2018.

MAGGIE CAREY
Maggie Carey, of Dayton, OH, received her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree

in Dance Performance from Butler University, where she performed works

by choreographers including George Balanchine, Nacho Duato, and Paul
Taylor. Upon graduating, Carey performed as a guest artist with the Dayton
Ballet. She spent two years with the Cincinnati Ballet Second Company,
performing works by Victoria Morgan, George Balanchine, Ohad Naharin,
and working with choreographers such as Garrett Smith, Nicolo Fonte, and

Jennifer Archibald. Carey joined Smuin in 2018.



ARTIST PROFILES

MENGJUN CHEN
Mengjun Chen, a native of Wenzhou, China, trained at the Beijing Dance

Academy and Joffrey Ballet Academy of Dance. After receiving his
Bachelor of Fine Arts from Beijing Dance Academy, he joined Milwaukee
Ballet where he performed major roles in Giselle, Swan Lake, Romeo & Juliet,
The Nutcracker, Don Quixote, Cinderella, Dracula and La Bohéme. Chen also
performed contemporary works by Matthew Neenan, Gabrielle Lamb, Ma
Cong, Amy Seiwert, and Val Caniparoli. In 2014, he was a finalist in the USA
International Ballet Competition. Chen joined Smuin in 2015.

GABRIELLE COLLINS

Gabrielle Collins is from West Hartford, CT, and began her pre-professional
training at the Hartt School. From 2014-2017, she danced with Atlanta
Ballet II. In 2017 Gabrielle joined Tulsa Ballet Il and appeared in a soloist role

in Helen Pickett’s Medal and Derek Deane’s Strictly Gershwin, among others.
In February 2020, Gabrielle performed the title role in Septime Webre’s
Carmen with Dayton Ballet. Gabrielle joined Cincinnati Ballet in 2020 and
has performed William Forsythe’s In the Middle, Somewhat Elevated, Helen
Pickett’s Petal, Stephanie Martinez’ Kiss, Alejandro Cerrudo’s Extremely
Close, and Annabelle Lopez Ochoa’s Written and Forgotten.

RICARDO DYER
Ricardo Dyer is a native of Panama based out of New York City. In 2011,

he graduated from the dance department at The Governors School for

the Arts in Norfolk, Virginia. He earned a degree in Dance Performance
from Butler University where he performed extensively with Butler Ballet.
After graduation, Dyer danced with Elements Contemporary Ballet,
Charlottesville Ballet, and Ballet Memphis. Some of his favorite works
performed include Balanchine’s Valse Fantaisie and Square Dance, as well as

Trey Mclntyre’s Memphis. Dyer joined Smuin in 2019.

CASSIDY ISAACSON
Cassidy Isaacson, originally from Redmond, WA, trained at Pacific

Northwest Ballet before joining Grand Rapids Ballet Company at age 16.
Some favorite works performed during her eight years at Grand Rapids
Ballet include Trey Mclntyre’s Wild Sweet Love, Alejandro Cerrudo’s
Extremely Close, Penny Saunders’ In Frame and Annabelle Lopez Ochoa’s
Written and Forgotten. Isaacson joined Smuin in 2019.



ARTIST PROFILES

SARAH JORDAN
Sarah Jordan is from Chicago, IL. She received her BFA in Dance

Performance and a minor in Art+Design from Butler University. After

graduation, Jordan danced with Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Cleveland
Ballet, and Minnesota Dance Theatre before joining Smuin in 2023. She
has performed works by Gerald Arpino, Rena Butler, Alejandro Cerrudo,
Loyce Houlton, Ohad Naharin, and Paul Taylor. This is Jordan’s first season
with Smuin.

TESS LANE
Tess Lane trained at South Bay Ballet in Torrance, CA, performing Robert

Kelly’s Summertime at the International Ballet Competition in Jackson,
MI. While apprenticing with Sacramento Ballet, she performed works
by George Balanchine, Ron Cunningham, and Lila York. Lane joined
California Ballet Company in 2013 and was featured in Swan Lake, Giselle,
Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream as well as
Septime Webre’s Peter Pan, The Great Gatsby, and Fluctuating Hemlines. She
also danced in the National Choreographers’ Initiative in 2017 and 2018.
Lane joined Smuin in 2018.

MARC LAPIERRE
Marc LaPierre began his early training at Ballet Etudes in Norwalk, CT,
under the direction of Nanette Vallas, training closely with Christina
Fagundes. He attended Ballet Academy East in New York City under the
direction of Darla Hoover and at age 16, Marc furthered his training at
The School of American Ballet. At Los Angeles Ballet he danced works by

August Bournonville, George Balanchine, Aszure Barton and Alejandro

Cerrudo. Two years later he joined Oregon Ballet Theatre as an apprentice
and was promoted to the Company corps de ballet in his second season.
At OBT, he danced works by Alvin Ailey, Ben Stevenson, Nicolo Fonte,
Christopher Stowell, and Trey Mclntyre. LaPierre joined Smuin in 2021.

TEREZ DEAN ORR
Terez Dean Orr, originally from Hudson Valley, NY; received her training
at the prestigious School of American Ballet, the official school of
New York City Ballet. In 2005, she joined State Street Ballet of Santa
Barbara, dancing a wide range of contemporary and classical works.
Dean Orr joined Smuin in 2008 and has been featured in works by Jifi
Kylian, Trey Mclntyre, Val Caniparoli, Helen Pickett, Amy Seiwert, Ma
Cong, Adam Hougland, and Michael Smuin. While dancing full time,
she received her BA through the Saint Mary’s College LEAP program.
Dean Orr has been with Smuin since 2008.




ARTIST PROFILES

JACE PAULY

Jace Pauly was born in the foothills of the Cascade Mountains where he

began his dance training with Melissa Miller-Port. She taught him technique
and discipline, but most importantly she taught him to love dancing. At 17,
Jace moved across the country to Walnut Hill School for the Arts where he
graduated with honors in 2015. His parents, Katie and Doug, and his sisters,
Skye and Chelan, are his biggest supporters, inspiring him in the studio and
beyond. Jace always enjoys exploring eclectic areas, trying new foods, playing
music, and will often be found reading in a hammock on sunny afternoons.

YURI ROGERS
Yuri Rogers began his training with the Academy of Ballet San Francisco
under the direction of Richard Gibson and Zory Karah. He then had the
opportunity to continue his training and perform with the Joffrey Ballet of
Chicago, Grand Rapids Ballet, and BalletMet in Columbus, Ohio. Rogers
has performed works by Lar Lubovitch, Leiland Charles, and Edwaard Liang.

Rogers joined Smuin in 2021.

JOAO SAMPAIO

Jo3o Sampaio trained in classical ballet in his hometown of Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, under Ana Palmieri and Romulo Ramos. He has won national and
international dance competitions, including the Youth America Grand Prix
and the World Ballet Competition. Sampaio joined Tulsa Ballet in 2014,
where he performed featured roles in Jifi Kylian's Petite Mort, Wayne
McGregor’s Infra, Nacho Duato’s Remanso, Kurt Jooss' The Green Table,
Yuri Possokhov’s Classical Symphony, and Edwaard Liang’s Romeo and
Juliet and Age of Innocence. In 2018, he joined Festival Ballet Providence,
performing lead roles in George Balanchine’s Serenade, Swan Lake, and The
Nutcracker. Sampaio joined Smuin in 2019.

BRENNAN WALL
Brennan Wall, originally from Cape Cod, MA, studied at Los Angeles
Ballet Academy. She danced with Silicon Valley Ballet (previously Ballet
San Jose) as a trainee before joining The New Ballet’s Studio Company.
In 2017, Wall joined Ballet de Monterrey under director José Manuel
Carrefio. She performed in Luis Serrano’s La Bayadere, Swan Lake, and
Don Quijote, and danced soloist roles in The Nutcracker, Alberto Méndez’s
Phantom of the Opera, and Diego Landin’s Shorthand of Emotion. Wall
Jjoined Smuin in 2019.



TUTTO ECCETTO IL LAVANDINO
“Violin Concerto in D Major” for violin, strings,
and continuo, RV 234 and “Violin Concerto in E
Major” for violin, strings, and continuo, RV 270,
performed by Academia Montis Regalis, Enrico
Onofri, director; “Sinfonia in B Minor,” RV

169 and “Violin Concerto in D Minor” for violin
and organ, RV 541 performed by Accademia

Bizantina, Ottavio Dantone, director

THE MAN IN BLACK

“In My Life” (John Lennon/Paul McCartney)
Sony/ATV Tunes LLC (ASCAP), “Four Strong
Winds” (lan Tyson) ©1963 Warner Bros. Inc.
All Rights Reserved, “Sam Hall” (Arranged by
John R. Cash) Song of Cash, Inc., “If You Could
Read My Mind” (Gordon Lightfoot) ©1969
Early Morning Music, Canada “Hurt” (Trent
Reznor) Leaving Hope Music/TVT Music, Inc.
(ASCAP), “Further On Up The Road” (Bruce
Springsteen) ©2002 Bruce Springsteen
(ASCAP)

Al rights administered by Universal Music

Enterprises, Inc.

SALSA TIL DAWN

Al selections arranged by Charles Fox and

recorded live in concert at the Gran Teatro de

La Habana in Havana, Cuba, by members of

Orquesta Aragén with Charles Fox, piano.

1 Blue Pachanga

2 Sin Tu Amor, lyrics by Edesio Alejandro and
Cristian Alejandro, vocals by Cristian Alejandro

3 Yo Soy Confundido, lyrics by Elliot Romero,
vocals by Orquesta Aragon

4 Without You, lyrics by Edesio Alejandro and
Cristian Alejandro, vocals by Cristian Alejandro

5 City Lights

6 Salsa Suite

Al rights administered by Warner Chappell.

COSTUME CONSTRUCTION
Tutto Eccetto il Lavandino:

Birgit Pfeffer, Groveland, California
The Man in Black:

Courtesy of Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre
Salsa ’til Dawn:

Jo Ellen Arntz, Cassandra Carpenter, Joan Pino

SPECIAL THANKS
Richard Binkoff, Bozkurt Erkman, Charles Fox,
Ted Helminski, James Horio, Joan Pino, Donald White

COMPANY TEACHERS
Mengjun Chen Amy London
Sandra Chinn Rika Onizuka
Robin Dekkers Jane Rehm
Xavier Ferla Amy Seiwert

Mark Foehringer Julianne Spratlin
Celia Fushille Erik Wagner
Valerie Harmon

Nicole Haskins

Benjamin Warner

Erin Yarbrough-Powell

COMPANY PIANISTS

Rudy Apfel Sky Tan
Raymond Fabrizio Donald White
Lynn Inglese

WELLNESS TEAM

Lead Physical Therapist
Suzanne Martin DPT
Shirley Kollmann DPT
Jeffrey Cohen Hilot Therapy

Acupuncturists

Stephen Coleman Devin Wu  Kristina Yotive
Chiropractors

John DeRoy  Leonard Stein ~ Allen Wood
Massage Therapists

Carolyn Hart Yueming Li

Visiting Physical Therapists
Alyssa Herrera-Set DPT
Aimee Martel DPT
Meaghann Oakes-Rust DPT
Elizabeth Maples DPT

Orthopedic & Physical Therapy

Dr. Michael Dillingham SOAR

Lisa Giannone Active Care Physical Therapy
Dr. Alicia Knee Center for Sports Medicine
Dr. Jeffrey Mann, CA Sports & Orthopaedic
Dr. Kevin Stone and the Stone Clinic



SUPPORTERS

WITH OUR THANKS

Smuin is deeply grateful to the following individuals and organizations for their generosity.
It is through their support that we are able to create innovative works and share the beauty

of dance. This list acknowledges contributions made between July 1, 2022-August 14, 2023.

We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of this list. For any corrections,
please contact Coral Bell, Development Operations Manager, at cbell@smuinballet.org

$50,000+

Lee D. Baxter
Bruce Braden
CalOSBA / CA Venues Grant Program
Grants for the Arts
Carol Kaganov

Joanna & Danny Kemper
David Meders

The Shubert Foundation

$25,000-$49,999

Anonymous (3)

M:s. Karen Bartholomew

Dr. Barbara L. Bessey

Bob & Sheila Challey

Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation
Julie Dickson

Vicki & David Fleishhacker

Edie Kirkwood

Hal & Carol Louchheim
Harvey Lynch

Don M Michael

Sue & Michael Steinberg

The Bernard Osher Foundation
Irving Weissman &

Ann Tsukamoto Weissman

$10,000-$24,999

Brenda Beckett

Daniel & Allyn Carl

Clement Chen Il

Joe DeBellis & Pat Ronzone

Bill & Nancy Doolittle

Tom Frankel & Janet Reider

Joanne & Greg Giffra

Michael Hazinski

Guy & Tracy Jaquier

Karen D. Kadushin

John & Athena Konstin/
Historic John’s Grill

Herschel Hare Loomis

Dr. Linda Membreno

Julie Mikuta & Dami Harper

Buffington Miller

Trisha Mount & Andrew Etherington

Jeffrey & Marilyn Riehl

Bill & Kara Rosenberg

Randy & Barbara Soso

Susan & Britt Stitt

The late Fred Terman &
Nan Borreson

Loreli A. Trippel



$5,000-$9,999

Zach Barulich

David & Sharon Beckman

James B. Brennock, in loving
memory of W. Wayne Hoyer

Amie Chang

Ms. Marilyn Charm

Gloria Chiang

Frank Ching & Charley Kearns

Martha Gates & Spencer Commons

Gail Giffen

Bill Gregory

John Lazlo & Robin Raborn
Susan Lowe

Ms. Marcia McConnell

Thomas Savignano

John Schlag & Jennifer Gennari
Wes & Stacie Smith

Carolyn Stone

Eleanor Sue & Wendy Mines
Karen & Steve Wiel

$2,500-$4,999

Bahar Aghighi, MD
Anonymous (3)

Richard Binkoff & Alan Crouch
Janet & Kenneth Bollier
Shawna Hartman Brotsky &

Daniel Brotsky
Mr. Robert Brust
Mary Canning & Peter Wohlfeiler
Antoinette Chatton
Choo-San Goh &

R. Robert Magee Foundation
Rudy Ciuca & Joe Lawrence
Clark Family Fund
Gretchen & John Clatworthy
Steve Deas
Diane Gosney & Allison Chang
David L. Hatt
Bruce & Eleanor Heister

James Horio & Linda Cahill

Robin Kennedy

Hal & Iris Korol

Alli & Milagros Missaghi

Thomas & Dona Mork

Mark Palmer & Christine Wells

Anne & Russ Peterson

Anne & Martin Roher

Dennis & Jan Ruby

Shahab Sadat Tehrani

Peggy Satterlee

Ed & Chris Schweitzer

Dr. Lynn Spitler

Stephanie Kalman Foundation/
David & Cynthia Bogolub

Lori Arthur Stroud

The Fleishhacker Foundation

Liz Velarde

Ralph Widmar & Esther Rodriguez



Sandy Abbott
Alexander Family
Robin Allgren MD PhD
Judy Preves Anderson
Anonymous (3)

Gil Berkeley

Paula Blank &

Irwin Derman
Brad & Claire Brian
Jim & Melinda Brown
Jeffrey & Claudia Brown
Mr. Jess Brown
Richard, Elaine, &

Julie Burgess
Mel & Jason Burnett
Patricia J. Campbell
Jim Carter
Charlie Cassell
Lena & Stuart Clark
Skip & Lorinda Clemens
Pamela Rummage Culp,

in honor of Sam Leftwich
Anita & Richard Davis
George Deabill, PhD
Thomas Debley
Judith & Harold Dittmer
Andrea Eichhorn
Lori & Eric Fabianac
Dale Fehringer &

Patty McCrary Fehringer
Donna & Richard Fraioli
Joel & Sharon Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Emily &

Russell Fudge
Celia Fushille &

Chris Hardy
Phil & Lynn Garrett
M:s. Lisa Giannone &

Michael Dillingham
Deb Glazer

$1,000-$2,499

Louise Gould

Shand & William Green
Dana Haering

Jeanne Harvey

Ms. Judy Heyboer

Liz Hume & Jay Jacobs
IBM Matching

Gifts Program
Marvin Isaacson &

Christina Owen
Judy Jackovics
Sean & Emily Jacobsen
Jean and Hing Wong

Foundation
Jacob Johnson
Damien Keller &

James Sokol
M:s. Katharine M. Kleinke
Roland & Becky Lazzarotto
Leak Fairon Family Fund
Dr. Richard &

Sharonjean Leeds
Sam Leftwich
M:s. Debra Leylegian
Drs. Penny & John Loeb
Jane Lombard
Jim Lowry
Ken & Janine Lyons
Hon Mai &

Joseph Goodman
Mtrs. Bonnie McGregor
Mary-Helen &

Kevin McMahon
McNabb Foundation
Sharon & Paul Melodia
Tasia Melvin-Bartell
Paul Munro
Linda & Doug Murphy
John Murphy & Paula Key
William & Maria Nadauld

M:s. Vickie Nelson
Cynthia Newton

Ralph Pais & Gayl Huston
Bev & Lew Perlson

Laura & Phil Peterson
Mrs. Lidia Pringle

Justin & Jill Richardson
Virgil Rittenhouse &

Sue Holloway
Kathryn Rouine-Rapp
Bill & Kasey Schuh
Elisa Schwartz
Michael Shea & Kati Miller
Ernie & Lori Simotas
Gwen Smith
Pravin Soni &

Amy Wurtzburger
Laurie Stephenson
Christine Suppes
Leslie Taglio
Joanne Taylor
H. James Tellefson
Betsy Bateson Templeton
The Pratt King Family
Isabel Turnquist
Lida Urbanek
Peter & Jody Wardle
Lucy Weiger & Bob Crane
Richard & Effy Weisfield
Amanda Weitman &

Chris Heffelfinger
Ms. Rosemary Welde
Wells Fargo
Daphne & Stuart Wells
Peggy White, DRAA
Jean Wong
David Young &

Donald Bird



Michele Affronte &

Keith Shaw
Suzanne Ah-Tye &

Donald K. Tamaki
Anonymous (2)

Joan Battaini

Frank & Jeannie Berns
Judy Bjorndal

Susan & Roger Bolgard
Larry & Marjorie Booth
Virginia & Homer Boushey
Corinne Celio

Brad Crowell &

Gary Koehler
Mary Dahlquist
M:s. Lillie Deas
John Delong &

Sharon Peters
John Delong & Susan Peters
Diana & Jed Dempsey
David & Ellen DeSimone
Deborah & Dennis Donovan
Susan Ducoeur
Judith & Charles Dvorak
Kristine Elliott &

Randall Schwabacher
James C. Emerson
Georgie Evans
Mr. Joseph Ficurelli
Amy Fikes
Frank & Jeanne Fischer
Lauri Flynn
Cindy & Bruce Fox
Jane Freeman
Diane & Todd Garrett
M:s. Yvonne Gero
Julie & John Gerth
Gilead
Arthur Gleckler &

Kristine Kelly

$500-$999

William S Goldstein &
Christopher P Archuleta |
In Honor/In Memory of
William S Goldstein

Aurash Gomroki

John A. Gregg &

Nick DiSandro

Paulette Gregg Schulte

Therese Grenchik

Linda Grimes

Philip & Kathleen Gust

Stephen Hass

Rick & Ann Homan

Hong Andrea

An Huang Chen &

Patti Chen

Intel Foundation

Amy & Jim Jacobs

Jan Jaso

Patrick Jude

Katherine B. Chappelear

DAF, a Donor Advised Fund
of the Renaissance
Charitable Foundation

James Kleinrath &
Melody Singleton

Peter & Ann Knopf

Debbie, Doug, &

Lizzy Kundrat

Susan Lambert

Gustav Larsson

Richard Leffingwell

Lehman Family Fund of the
Community Foundation
for Monterey County

Rob & Lucinda Lenicheck

Marcia Leonhardt

Elizabeth Lowenstein

Peggy Lowndes

Mr. Lynn Luckow

Marc & Lois Martin

Henry Massey

Steve & Niko Mayer

Tim & Candy McCarthy

Paulina Michalek

Shauna Mika & Rick Callison

Jacqueline Mills

Mr. Jerry Mosher

Leslie Murdock &
Kathleen Hall

Russell Nelson

Mr. Scott Kenneth “Bud”
Nelson

Judith Newman &
David Jordan

Sheila North

Marcia O’Hern

George O'Neill

Theresa O’Neill

Maureen O’Shea

Partridge Family

Gary Allan Payne

Susan C Peters

Clara Pettegrew

Nancy Pollock

Ken Powell & Rona Foster

Gordon Radley

Robert Reay & Judith Fan

Janet Reinstra

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Robins

Elizabeth M. Salzer

Samsung Energy Company

Lynn Sanford

Jon Saxe & Myrna Marshall

Douglas Schmidt &
Stephen Martin

Ruth Short

Sevasti Simotas &
Joseph Herrera

Eric Sleigh

Joy Sleizer

Mr. Jeffrey Sorrento



John Speed Orr &
Terez Dean Orr
Mtr. Lyle Swallow &
Mr. Jack Becker

Katrina Taylor
Pat Terman &
David Frydenlund

Katherine Adams
Chick Adams &

Laurie Davies
Adobe
Agilent
Kate Akos & Harry Jacobs
Anonymous (9)
Apple Matching

Gifts Program
Theo Armour
Janet & Frank Arundel
Marilyn Austin
Carol Bacchetti
Keith Ball & Diana Morabito
Laima Baltusis
Pamela & Michael Barnes
Janelle Bedke & Ken Fox
Victor L. Befera
Brian & Glynnis Belchers
Cort Benningfield
Connie Berkeley
Terri & Bill Berry
Mr. John Charles Bolger
Albert & Arlene Boro
Ann Brown
Betty Bullock &

Robert Murray
Michael Burke &

Lynn Kennedy
Paul Casagrande
Leona K. Chu
Kathy & Martin Cohn
Christopher &

Martha Conner
Clyde & Ann Coombs

Harold & Jan Thomas
Janette Tom

Leon Van Steen
Denise Vouri

Bonnie Williamson

Christopher Wiseman

$250-$499

Dan Craft
Cecile Currier
Charles D. Daly
Don & Jeanne Dana
Dodge & Cox
Carol Dufhield
Carol Eggers & Dan Gruzd
Christine & Mark Fisher
Kirk Frederick
John & Florine Galen
Nancy Garton &

Kent Palmerton
Diana Gay-Catania &

David Catania
Estelle Gregory
Mrs. Maureen Grinnell
Barbara Hebert
Gail Hurvitz & Jerry Newton
Susan & Richard Idell,

in Honor of Lee Baxter
Ms. Gayle M Ing
Rita lorfida &

Walter Harrower
Gayle Joslin
Bill & Patricia K'Burg
Judith & John Kenney
Murphy Karl
Richard Leask &

Barbara Means
Ruth Leibig
Simone Lewis
Skip & Liz Lord
June Lund
Mtr. Peter Lungreen
Patricia & Wolfgang Lusse

Laura Wolff
Karissa Wong
Robert & Suzanne Young

Tom & Jean Zimmerman

Mary & Jim Macaire
Susan & Peter Mackauf
Ronnie Mannos
M:s. Judith E Marlin
Elliott Bastien Morin
Beth Morris
Mrs. Hillevi Null
Pam Pfohl
Warren G. &
Barbara S. Poole
Jordan Price
Sowmya Ramachandran
Robert Rankin
Vicki Rupp
Carla Sarett
Fred Saunders &
Charles Kredensor
Barbara A. Schmidt
Barbara Schurhoff
Lisa M Schuster
Ross & Ellen Shimabukuro
Jan Spielberger
Valerie Stewart
Patricia Strand
Winnie & Brad Stribling
Mrs. Blossom Strong
Valerie Toler
Archana &
Mayank Upadhyay
Alice Weigel
John & Ellen Whitesell
BonBon Williamson
Jim Wilmore
Steve Wong
Ms. Donna Young-Morrison



Drs. Geraldine &
Paul F. Alpert
Lori Amedore
Anonymous (4)
Peter Arnold &
Deirdre Moore
Susan Barber
Earl Barbour
Jaime & Lieselotte Bayan
Marilyn Beller
Michael Bena
Jill & Vincent Benitez
M:s Blazin
Norma Jean Bodey Galiher
James Bull
M:s. Sharon Butler
Ms. Ann Casper
Chevron
Sharon Chortack
Amy T. Chung
Paul Churchill
Nancy Collins
Vanessa Corey
Elsa Cumpton
Mary Desing
Mr. & Ms. Jim &
Beverly Dubrin
Nancy Dwan & Kent Smith
Carol Ebert & Jim Ferrell
Colleen Erickson
Friend of Smuin
Financial Engines
Dianne Fishwild
Zachary Frangos

Friends of Smuin

$130-$249

Will Furman
Donald & Frances Gaver
Kelly Gaynor
Carleen Goeckel
Claudia M. Goodwin
Maria Gounaris
Anita Grandpre
Christine & William Green
Steve & Laurie Gregory
Gabriela Gupta
Doug Hanlin
Susan Hass
Hillary Hayden
Kimberly Hodes
Lawrence & Pamela Hoenig
Ms. Carolyn Hoke-van

Orden
Christopher Huth
Richard James
Mary Anna Jansen
Frances Johnston
Diane J. Kardas
W Kfrill
Mr. Thomas Larsen
Cheng Li
Annette Lipkin
Stepheny McGraw
Coralyn K. McGregor
Shareen Merriam
Mike & Marla Mulkey Fund
Margaret Miley
Arnold | Miller
Carrie Miller
Rowena Mittal, PhD

Kevin Morrison

James & Gwen Neary
Mr. Sean O’Brien
Vincent & Christine O’Gara
Dr. Robert Pantell
Jean Parmelee
Pinto Family
Mark J. Powers &
Albert E. Moreno
Brian Ramsey/
Ramsey Properties
Will Reese
Drew Robarts
Richard & Jane Rosario
Kat Rose
Lee Rosen
Sandra Scheuber
Mr. Boris Shekhter
Sam E Singer, Jr
Paul & Linda Sinsar
Sallie Brooke Smith
Jacob Stensberg
Matt Stevens
Maida Taylor MD
Anthony Tiburcio
Tiemroth Family
Lannie Tonti &
Lincoln Bynum
Misty W. Tyree
Joanne & Lowell Webster
Donna White
M:s. Roberta C. Wolner
Monika Worcester
Christina Yoshihara
Mr. Al Zemsky



SMUIN CHAMPIONS

On Smuin’s remarkable milestone of 30 years, we pause to honor and celebrate the unwavering

dedication of our incredible donors. These individuals have not only been integral to our journey

but have also played an extraordinary role in making our achievements possible. Their steadfast

support, spanning over decades, has been the cornerstone upon which Smuin Contemporary

Ballet has thrived.

30 YEAR GIFTS
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey
Bob & Sheila Challey

25+ YEAR GIFTS
Sandy Abbott
Drs. Geraldine &

Paul F. Alpert
M:s. Karen Bartholomew
Lee D. Baxter
Janet & Kenneth Bollier
Bruce Braden
Rudy Ciuca &

Joe Lawrence
Julie Dickson
Vicki & David Fleishhacker
Tom Frankel &

Janet Reider
Shand & William Green
Edie Kirkwood
Roland & Becky Lazzarotto
Dr. Richard &

Sharonjean Leeds
Harvey Lynch
David Meders
Ralph Pais & Gayl Huston
Gordon Radley
Elizabeth M. Salzer
Fred Saunders &

Charles Kredensor
Elisa Schwartz
Jan Spielberger
Susan & Britt Stitt

20+ YEAR GIFTS
Robin Allgren MD PhD
Anonymous

Michael Bena

Clement Chen Il
Gloria Chiang

Frank Ching &

Charley Kearns
Gretchen &

John Clatworthy
William S Goldstein &

Christopher P Archuleta

In Honor/In Memory of

William S Goldstein
Louise Gould
James Horio &

Linda Cahill
Ms. Gayle M Ing
Judy Jackovics
Robin Kennedy
Annette Lipkin
Hal & Carol Louchheim
Dr. Linda Membreno
Shareen Merriam
Mr. Jerry Mosher
Warren G. &

Barbara S. Poole
Robert Reay & Judith Fan
Jon Saxe &

Myrna Marshall
Barbara A. Schmidt
Ms. Rosemary Welde

15+ YEAR GIFTS
Brian & Glynnis Belchers
Richard, Elaine, &
Julie Burgess
Michael Burke &
Lynn Kennedy
Joe DeBellis &
Pat Ronzone
Bill & Nancy Doolittle
Andrea Eichhorn
Mr. & Mrs. Emily &
Russell Fudge
Anita Grandpre
Mrs. Maureen Grinnell
Stephen Hass
Karen D. Kadushin
Katherine B. Chappelear
DAF, a Donor Advised
Fund of the Renaissance
Charitable Foundation
Joanna & Danny Kemper
Hal & Iris Korol
Thomas & Dona Mork
Paul Munro
James & Gwen Neary
Bill & Kara Rosenberg
Dennis & Jan Ruby
Valerie Stewart
Loreli A. Trippel
Amanda Weitman &
Chris Heffelfinger



IN-KIND

Smuin offers heartfelt thanks to the following individuals and businesses for their generous

in-kind donations:

Chronicle Flight

Diane Theodorelos & Cow Hollow/
Catering & Concessions

Grgich Hills Estate

John Konstin/Historic John’s Grill

Lily Spruce Events

Maximillian Tortoriello Photography

Mercury News

McCalls Catering & Events

Palo Alto Weekly
Programmatic Online Ads
Richard Binkoff

San Francisco Bay Times
San Francisco Chronicle
SF Gate

SF/Arts

Roche Winery

Susan Lowe

FRIENDS OF SMUIN

A huge thank you to the following members who serve as Company ambassadors:

Barbara Bessey Ludmila Kisselva-
Richard Binkoff Debra Leylegian
Paula Blank Sam Leftwich
Lorinda Clemens Peggy Lowndes
Alan Crouch Susan Lowe
Pamela Rummage Culp Lynn Luckow

Bill Gregory June Lund
Debbie Hutchings Deborah Mann
Tracy Jaquier Sharon Melodia
Carol Kaganov Markham Miller

Eggleton Vickie Nelson
Maureen O’Shea
Mark Palmer
Rae Sansa
Leslie Taglio
Valerie Toler
Lilian Wagner
Effy Weisfield
Karen & Steve Wiel

Cassidy Isaacson & Brandon Alexander | Photo by Chris Hardy



DATEBOOK

SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

Proudly Supports

Access the latest news, reviews, critic picks
& insider tips from The Chronicle’s nationally
MU I N recognized team of arts & entertainment experts.
YEARS

PN DATEBOOK.SFCHRONICLE.COM

CELIA FUSHILLE / ARTISTIC DIRECTOR



LEGACY CIRCLE

Please consider sharing your passion for innovative, evocative, contemporary ballet with future

generations. By naming Smuin as a beneficiary in your estate plans and joining our Legacy Circle,

your planned gift transforms your passion into a lasting legacy and investment into Smuin’s

future. We are deeply grateful to the following individuals for their generosity and forethought:

Marguerite E. Grifhith*
Rosemary Hegarty
Milan Milton Holdorf*
Mary Greer &

Joie Hubbert*
Diane & Rob Johnson
Karen Kadushin
Carol & Alan Kaganov*
Joanna & Danny Kemper
Dell Larcen & Ron Meserve
John Lazlo &

Robin Raborn

Dr. Richard & Sharonjean

Leeds

CIiff Leventhal
Jan Loomis

Don Michael*

Kevin McCoy*

David Meders

David & Violaine M'Raihi
Heidi Munzinger &

John Shott

Anonymous

William Bason*

Marilyn Benson*

Bruce Braden

James Brennock

Patricia & Richard Campbell

Mary Canning

Charlie Cassell

Marilyn Charm

Teren Damato

Clara Degen*

George Doubleday II*

Lynn Spitler &
Edmund Eger*

John & Jane Edginton®

Trisha Mount &

Andrew Etherington

Frederic Freund*

Emily & Russell Fudge

Celia Fushille

Rudolph Glauser*

Beverly & Tom Gorley*

SMUIN’S
30TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2024
ST. REGIS HOTEL, SAN FRANCISCO

Join us March 3, 2024, to celebrate
Smuin’s 30th Anniversary Season!

GALA
INFOR

CKET
ATION

This year’s annual gala will be

SCAN iok

immediately following the final
performance of Celebrating Michael
Smuin at the St. Regis Hotel. Always a
fun event, we’ll toast our past successes
and look forward to the future of
Smuin Contemporary Ballet.

Deborah Ogden*
William Oman &
Larry Crummer
Mary Jo Pace*
AnMarie Roache*
Dennis & Jan Ruby
Fred Saunders &
Charles Kredensor
Dorothy Saxe
Barbara Schurhoff
Hal Segelstat
Ralph D. Sikes
Jeanette Sperry”
Jan Spielberger
Bert & LeAnne Steinberg
Susan & Michael Steinberg
Mike Tully
Lauri Vaughan®
Rosemary Welde

* deceased

erez Dean Orr



PreBallet

Ages 3-5
Mondays
5:00-6:00pm
Begin your little one’s
dance journey with

8wy Smuin Center for Dance!

SMUIN-—=

CENTER FOR DANCE

ADULT
JDANCE

W~ CLASSES

&
IN PERSON

1830 17TH ST.
SAN FRANCISCO




'TIS THE SEASON




